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   The US Commission on International Religious Freedom’s 2009 report has placed India,
along with Afghanistan, Cuba, Somalia, Venezuela and Turkey, among 12 countries on its
watch list, “which require close monitoring due to the nature and extent of violations of religious
freedom engaged in or tolerated by the governments.”
   
   Although India “is home to a multitude of religious communities that have historically coexisted
peacefully,” the commission said: “Several incidents of communal violence have occurred in
various parts of the country, resulting in many death and mass displacements, particularly of
members of the Christian and Muslim minorities, including major incidents against Christian
communities within the 2008-2009 reporting period. Because the government’s response at the
state and local levels has been found to be largely inadequate and the national government has
failed to take effective measures to ensure the rights of religious minorities in several states, the
Commission decided to place India on its Watch List for 2009.”
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